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HFRI Bets on ‘Smart Nurseries’ to Future-Proof

Forests Amid Climate Stress
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Shimia, March 17: HFRI Sets an "Smart Nursenes' to Future-Proof Forests Amid Climate Stress

The experts 2t Himalayan Foeest Research Institute emphasized this at a ane-day training programme on “Capacity Buikding for

Establishment of Modern Nuesery and Use of Mycarrhizal Bictechnolagy in Planting Material Production here that  brought together

officers and field staff from the Mimachal Forest Gecle.

The pragramme, ceganised under projects funded by the Himachal Pradesh Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning
Authority, focused on improving techmical skills in nursery establishment, scientific management, and production of quality planting

matenal

Dv. Praveen Rawat, Scientist-C, autlined key aspects of modern nursery development, including site selection, &and preparation, imgation
management. and the use of quality seeds. He explained that cantainer-based techniques such as polytiags and root trainers help develop

stronger roat systems and improve plant survival during transplantation.

Chief Executive Cfficer (CAMPA] Girish Hasur said that estabfshing madel nursenies is aimed at producing quality planting stock and

supparting long-term forest conservation. He asked participants to apply the techniques in fieki conditions

Director Dr. Manisha Thapliyal said that model nurseries shoukd foous on raising local and climate-resilient species so that plants can adapt

better to changing emironmental conditions. She added that such nurseries can also serve a5 centres for training and awareness

Chief Canservator of Forests, Shimla, K Thirumal spoke on maintaining standards in nursery operations and ensuring praper upkeep
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