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Training programmes for cultivation of Kadu at Sargha and
Baga-Sarahan of Ani Forest Division
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ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, under the
Handholding and Skill Development Consultancy Project funded by
the JICA Jadi-buti Cell of the Himachal Pradesh Forest Department,

organized training and demonstration programs on cultivation,



conservation, and marketing of Kadu for the Common Interest Groups
formed under the Jadi-buti Cell at Sargha and Baga Sarahan,
Nirmand Ani, Kullu on 8% and 9% November, 2025, respectively. Dr.
Joginder Singh Chauhan, Training Coordinator and Consultancy
Project Investigator (PI), said that this consultancy project has been
funded by the Jadi Buti Cell, JICA, Forest Department, Himachal
Pradesh. The objective of the project is to provide hand-holding
support and skill development to common stakeholder groups for
cultivating medicinal herbs such as Kadu and Chirayata. In this series,
two stakeholder groups were given training and demostartion. Dr.
Sushil Kapta, IFS, APCCF (Retd.), advised participants to put into
practical use the knowledge gained from the resource persons. He
said that such training programs can only be successful, if the
knowledge gained is actually used; otherwise, the efforts made by the
department and the government serve no purpose. Without people’s
cooperation, no government scheme can achieve the desired results.
He told that farmers can earn additional income by cultivating
medicinal plants. Dr. Chaman Rao, DFO Ani, urged participants to
actively take part in cultivating medicinal herbs. He said that if
members of the stakeholder groups wish, they can plant medicinal
plants even on forest land, for which the department will provide
support. He added that this will reduce soil erosion, help conserve
medicinal plants, and also provide economic benefits to the members
of the medicinal plants producing groups. Dr. Sandeep Sharma,
Scientist-G and Group Coordinator (Research), provided information
about the cultivation of medicinal herbs in temperate region, especially
the cultivation of Kadu. He informed participants about the macro-

proliferation method for producing more plants from one Kadu plant



and suggested key precautions for selecting suitable fields or
locations for Kadu and for overcoming potential difficulties. Dr.
Ashwani Tapwal, Head Extension Division, provided information on
bio-fertilizers for growing medicinal plants. He also gave hands-on
training in preparing bio-fertilizers and distributed bio-fertilizer cultures
so that farmers can prepare them on their own. He said that bio-
fertilizers are a sustainable solution to the nutritional needs of plants,
helping them grow better and survive even in nutrient-deficient soils.
Mr. Khushdil, DFO (Retd.), encouraged participants to grow medicinal
plants. Dr. Joginder Singh Chauhan discussed the identification, uses,
and importance of suitable medicinal plants grown in these regions,
such as Chora, Van Kakdi, Nihani, Kuth, etc. After discussions and
lectures, suggestions were given to the herb-growing group members
to resolve the issues; they were facing in cultivating Kadu. For this
purpose, all experts, along with the farmers, visited Kadu fields and
provided practical solutions to the problems they observed there. On
both days, 50 participants from each common interest group including
filed state of forest department of region and other farmers attended
the training. On this occasion, Mr. Vinod Negi, Forest Range Officer,
Nirmand; Mr. Sachin Sharma, SMS; and the field staff of Nirmand

Forest Range were also present.
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