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Training programme on cultivation of Kadu and Chirayta
at Nigulsari, Kinnaur forest division
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ICFRE- Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla organized a one-day training
program on “Handholding and skill development for cultivating, conserving, and
marketing the medicinal plants Kadu and Chirayata.” under a consultancy project funded
by the JICA Jadi Buti Cell of Himachal Pradesh Forest Department on 20" November,
2025 at Nigulsari for members of five Common Interest Groups - Taranda, Taranda-I,
Taranda-11, Nigani, and Nichar, along with field staff of the Forest Department
(Bhavanagar & Nichar) and local women’s groups. A total of 68 participants attended
the training. Dr. Joginder Singh Chauhan, Training Coordinator and Principal
Investigator of the consultancy project, stated that this project is funded by the JICA Jadi
Cell of the Himachal Pradesh Forest Department. Its objective is to provide handholding
support and skill development to common interest groups for cultivating Kadu and
Chirayata medicinal herbs. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-G and Group Coordinator
(Research), highlighted various issues related to medicinal plants. He stated that many
medicinal plants are being exploited in unscientific ways, due to which several species
are on the verge of extinction. He also mentioned that although many herbs are being
harvested, their contribution to the GDP is under-represented. The institute is working to




assess this as well. He provided detailed information about Kadu and Chirayata
cultivation. He explained the macro-proliferation technique for producing multiple plants
from a single Kadu plant and briefed participants on selecting suitable fields or plantation
areas, along with precautions to overcome potential challenges. He advised not to use old
seeds, as their germination capacity is weak. Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Head, Extension
Division, shared information about the use of bio-fertilizers for cultivating medicinal
plants. He also provided hands-on training on the preparation of bio-fertilizers. In
addition, he discussed biological methods for controlling pest attacks in crops. Sh. C. M.
Sharma, DFO (Retd.) and JICA Consultant, said that the JICA Jadi Cell is always ready
to extend support to farmers. Dr. Joginder Chauhan discussed the identification, uses, and
importance of suitable local plants grown in the region, such as Karu Chora, Van Kakri,
Nihani, Kuth, etc. Dr. Rajesh Chauhan, Marketing Manager, JICA Jadi Buti Cell,
provided information about the marketing of medicinal plants, access, and benefit-
sharing. He stated that JICA will facilitate the formation of committees or Farmer
Producer Groups for marketing of Kudu, so that marketing-related obstacles can be
resolved. JICA has a provision of up to Rs.10 lakh for forming committees and carrying
out various marketing activities. Even if a committee is not formed, JICA has a provision
of up to Rs.5 lakh to support different commercial activities related to medicinal herbs,
ensuring smooth marketing facilities. JICA will also help committees to establish
marketing links with various institutions and pharma companies such as Dabur, Patanjali,
Himalaya, and others involved in herbal-based industries. After sharing information
through discussions and lectures, practical training was provided to training participants.
On this occasion, Shri Parma Nand Forest Range Officer Bhavnagar and Mrs. Radhika
SMS were also present.
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