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Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla organized three days training 
and demonstration programme sponsored by Wildlife Wing, Himachal Pradesh 
State Forest Department on ‘Capacity building on various aspects of forestry’ for  
the officers and Frontline staff of Sarahan Wildlife Division (H.P.) from 22nd  to 24th  
July, 2019. This training programme was fully. 17 
participants including DFO (WL) Sarahan, Zoo 
Biologist and Forest Guards participated in the 
training programme.  

The inaugural session of the training programme 
started with a brief introduction by Dr. Sandeep 

Sharma, Training Coordinator. Welcoming the 
Chief guest and officials from Sarahan Wildlife 
division, Dr. Sandeep Sharma informed about the 
schedule of the three days training course. He also 

explained about different activities and major 
achievements of Himalayan Forest Research 
Institute. 

Dr. S. S. Samant, Director, Himalayan Forest 

Research Institute, Shimla welcomed the Chief 
Guest of the inaugural session Dr. Sushil Kapta, 

IFS, CCF (WL) and delegates of the training 
programme. He told that Himachal Pradesh has 
been bestowed with rich wealth of forestry tree and 
medicinal plants species. He said that the 

identification of different plant species and 

adoption of appropriate nursery and planting 
techniques are the main areas where capacity 
building is must for the frontline staff of the Forest 
Department. He hoped that the participants will 
definitely be benefited from this training 

programme. He also thanked Wildlife Wing, 
Himachal Pradesh State Forest Department for 
sponsoring this important training programme.   

Dr. Sushil Kapta, CCF (WL) and Chief Guest of 

the training programme thanked Himalayan Forest 



Research Institute for organizing this important training programme. He expressed 
satisfaction over the wide range of topics included in the training schedule and 
urged the frontline staff of the Wildlife Wing to interact freely with the scientists of 
the institute and implement the ideas learnt in their professional life. He insisted 
field staff to include the plantations of Walnut, Horse chestnut and Jamun etc. rather 
than focusing on single tree species like Chuli.  He insisted on raising patches of wild 
edible fruit species in the forest areas thereby restricting wildlife in those forest areas 
to minimize human wildlife conflicts. He hoped that the field staff will surely be 
benefited from this training programme. 

Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist –G and Course Coordinator while proposing vote of 
thanks specially thanked chief guest CCF (WL) for sparing his valuable time and 
gracing the inaugural session of the training programme. 

During the three days training programme experts from HFRI, UHF Nauni, Govt. 
Degree college Theog, delivered talks on various topics related to Field botany, 
biodiversity conservation and management, seed and nursery techniques, 
production of quality planting stock, disease management, GPS and Map Reading 
etc. delivered by Dr. S. S. Samant, Director, HFRI; Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist, 
HFRI; Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist HFRI;  Sh. P. S. Negi, Scientist, HFRI; Sh. Dinesh 
Pal, DCF, HFRI; Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Scientist, HFRI; Dr. Anil Thakur, Associate 
Prof. Botany, Govt. Degree College Theog; Dr. Swarn Lata, Scientist, HFRI and Dr. R. 
K. Verma, Scientist, HFRI. The different topics covered during training programme 
were: Basics of Field Botany and Identification of Important High Altitude Plants 
and Wild fruits; Seed and Nursery Techniques for raising Juniper; Biodiversity 
conservation and Management; Modern Nursery Techniques and Production of 
Quality Planting Stock; Disease incidences in Nursery and their Management; Basics 
of Plant Taxonomy; Importance of Ethnomedicinal Plants in Himalayan Region; 
Nursery techniques of Important High Altitude Medicinal Plants; Phyto-diversity in 
Rakchham- Chitkul Wildlife Sanctuary; Introduction to Global Positioning System 
(GPS) and Map Reading.  

The participants were also taken to Field Research Station Shilli, Solan and Western 
Himalayan Temperate Arboretum (WHTA), Potter Hill, Summer Hill, Shimla, for 
actual demonstration on nursery practices and identification of different plant 
species during the second day of the training programme on 23rd July 2019.   

The closing session of the training programme on 24th July, 2019 was chaired by Dr 

S. S. Samant, Director HFRI. Delegates interacted freely and gave their valuable 
feedback during this session. Certificates of participation were also distributed to the 
participants by the Director, HFRI Shimla. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Training 
Coordinator presented formal vote of thanks to all resource persons for sparing their 
valuable time and participants for active participation and making this training 
programme a success. 
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Some Glimpse of the Training 
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