A Report on the HP SFD funded Training Programme on "Silvicultural and
Genetic aspects of Forest Management” organized by HFRI, Shimla for senior
officers of Himachal Pradesh State Forest Department
(28th - 29th September 2016)
Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla organized HPSFD funded two days specialized
training programme on ‘Silvicultural and Genetic aspects of Forest Management’ for Senior
Officers of H.P. State Forest Department at HFRI, Shimla during 28-29 Sept. 2016. 15 delegated
including CF’s and DCF’s took participated in the training programme. The training programme
was conducted with a view to enhance the knowledge and also to sensitize senior functionaries
of HP Forest department towards various Silviculture and Genetic issues of Forest Management.
At the start, Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla
welcomed the Chief Guest Sh. S.P. Vasudeva, IFS, PCCF, HPSFD, Shimla and highlighted the
importance of such specialized training programme for upgrading the knowledge and skill of
senior forest officers towards Silvicultural and Genetic aspects of Forest Management for
ultimately enhancing the productivity of Indian Forests. Sh. S.P. Vasudeva, IFS, PCCF,
HPSFD, Shimla, in his inaugural address, flagged various Silvicultural and Genetic issues of
Forest Management and also briefed about the expectation of department from this training
programme.
During the Technical Session in the forenoon on the first day, Dr. Joachim Schmerbeck, Team
Leader, GIZ, Shimla talked about Forest Fire and Eco-systems services. His presentation was
followed by interactive discussion on this topic. After this, Sh. Kunal Satyarthi, IFS, Joint
Member Secretary, SCSTE, Shimla briefed about the legal issues in forest management and
meticulously explained about the local and traditional rights of tribals/villagers according to
various acts implemented recently by the Govt. In the afternoon session, the first presentation
was made by Sh. Surinder Kumar, IFS, APCCF, (Retd.) who explained about the various
approaches of sustainable forest management. The next speaker Sh. B.D. Suyal, IFS, Director,
FSI regional office, Shimla deliberated upon the forest resource assessment for better planning
and management and addressed various issues pertaining to scope of GIS & remote sensing
applications in monitoring of the forests and plantations. The last speaker of the day was Dr. S.P
Bhardwaj, VC (Retd.) MBU, Solan. He talked about various issues related to insect-pest
management in the Himalayan Forests and suggested to adopt holistic approach using
environment friendly methods, preferably bio-pesticides for managing various insect-pests
problems in the forest ecosystems.
On the second day of training prograame Dr. Sanjeev Thakur, Professor & Head, UHF
Nauni, Solan discussed various approaches in forest genetics for improving the productivity
viz., traditional tree improvement, clonal forestry and genetic engineering. He also explained
about the recent work carried out by the University in this field on Salix, Harar etc. for the
benefit of participants. The next speaker of the day was Dr. B.D. Sharma, Chief Scientist
(Retd.), NBPGR, Phagli, Shimla. In his presentation, he broadly discussed about the basics of
tree breeding and genetics in relation to improving the forest and explained various approaches
for germplasm conservation of vast forest wealth.

Dr. Rajesh Sharma, Scientist-F, HFRI, in his talk, explained about the genetic improvement
and discussed issues related to SPA, Progeny testing, gene and molecular marker studies.
Thereafter, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F & Head, Silviculture Division, HFRI
deliberated upon the modern nursery techniques and production of quality planting stock for
productivity enhancement. The presentation was followed by intensive discussion on the roottrainer seedling production system and raising of tall plant nursery. Dr. K.S. Kapoor, ScientistG and Group Coordinator (Research), HFRI deliberated upon ecological aspects of managing
cold desert areas in western Himalayas and emphasized upon the need for selection of native
species for eco-restoration of these harsh areas. In the afternoon, Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist,
HFRI, Shimla coordinated the visit of the participants to the Museum-cum-Interpretation Centre
of the Institute and provided detailed information about the various technologies displayed there.
GCR, HFRI, in his concluding remarks, thanked the participants for sparing their time for the
training programme and actively participating in deliberations during the course of this training
programme. The training programme ended with the formal vote of thanks proposed by Dr.
Sandeep Sharma, Coordinator of the training programme.
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