REPORT ON THE VISIT OF DEPARTMENT RELATED PARLIAMENTARY
STANDING COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT &
FORESTS TO HFRI, SHIMLA ON T5OCTOBER, 2015

Department related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Science & Technology,
Environment & Forests visited Shimlafrom 14t to 16t October, 2015. The main
objective of the Commiitteeto visit Shimlawas to hear the views of various stakeholders
including Experts, NorGovernmental Organizations/ Civil Society Organizations on
O4EA #1101 PAITOMOEGAGET T A& OT A "Ellh c¢mpud
Himachal Pradesh in general and Shimla in particular. As per programme, the
Committee heard the views of the NotGovernmental Organizations/ Civil Society
Organizations on 14" October 2015 and alsdheard the views of Officers of Government
of Himachal Pradesh on 18 October 2015 on the above said Bill.

In the afternoon of 13" October 2015, the Committee visitedHimalayan Forest
Research Institute, Panthaghati, Shimla. Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, ARl welcomed
the Committee members.







After this, Dr. Tewarigave a detailed presentation on theesearch achievements as well
as ongoing and futureactivities of the Institute. He informed the Committee that this
Institu te initially started its journey as High Level Conifers Regeneration Centre, Shimla



in the year 1977 only to study theregeneration problems of Silver fir and Spruce in the
area, keeping in view pressure on these species for fruit packing cases. Dr. Teveaited
that with the passage of time, Government of India appreciated the problems of forestry
and environmental related problems ofWestern Himalayan states of Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu & Kashmir and very rightly upgraded this Centre to the level of litsite and
assigned the responsibility of taking up forestry research related activities in the two
Himalayan states of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.

He informed the Committee thatThe institute has developed and extended the Nursery
& plantation technologies forSiver fir and Spruce, Nursery technology ofindigenous
cold desert species, Macro-proliferation techniques for Kutki and Mushkbala
multiplication , Integrated pest management of Deodar defoliator Ectropis deodarae
Prout.), Intercropping of important temperate medicinal plants with horticultural
plantations, Seed Technology ofJuniperus polycarpos(Himalayan Pencil Cedar),
Integrated Pest Management of Deodar defoliatoiectropis deodarad”rout).

The Director further highlighted that to mativate the farmers, field functionaries of
3&360h OOOAI ATl fowards fordstry, tHelinstiu is cahduéting various
trainings in Nursery Technology, Medicinal Plants, Eemestoration, Productivity
Enhancement, Pest and Disease Management, nB@os etc; organizing National/
Regional Workshops, onducted exposure visits for farmers and other stakeholders
within and outside the state, from timeto-OE | A 8 (A APPOEOAA OEA
Parliament that the Institute is also establishingWestem Himalayan Temperate
Arboretum to create environmental awareness dssemination of knowledge and
technologies through print and electronic media, Establishment agroforestry
demonstOAOQOET T OOEAIT O Iddniificati@h @ forksd praxluceEEoAfiscAti by
Police and State ForesDepartment are the other major areas, where the Institute has
also worked. The Institutefrom time to time is also attending the aeries of State Forest
Departments of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmin insectpest & disease
problems & suggesing control measures.He further added that the Institute has also
been working in the cold desert areas of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir.

Director, HFRI added that though this iscomparatively a small Institute of Indian
Cound of Forestry Research & Educatioyet the area of its operation is too large as
compared to the other Institute, however, this Institute is working well within its small
resources and the efforts of HFRI, are being appreciated at every dions. Director, HFRI
also informed the Committee about the future plans of the Institutéut like many other
Departments the constraints of funds is also a major issue in the present circumstances
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the working of HFRI, Shimla and askethe Institute to work in collaboration with the
other sister organizations including the Universities working in the field of forestry,



ACOEAOI OOOA AT A ET OOEAOI OOOASs nititutiod AlikeA  #
HFRIshould work for the ultimate benefit of end users especially the farmers. Director,
(&2) ET &£ Oof AA OEA (TT6AT A #1711 indu@rgMERI Itag A O
already taken care of the extension of the technologies developethrough various
research projects, which are being further transferred to the stakeholders through
trainings and other related extension programmesThe committee also enquired about

the constraint and fund position of the Institute In response, DirectorHFRI informed

that this year ICFRE has receivedery little funds due to budget cut and hencgfacing
problems in executing its research programmes. e Director, Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change informed the Committee that this issuelieing looked after

by the Ministry and the problems of funds in ICFRE will be resolved very shortly.

At the end, the Committeealso suggested tolearn from the developed countries and
their models canbe adopted. TheChairman and all theCommittee memberswere very
much impressed with the achievements of the Institute and highlappreciated the
efforts of HFRI Theyhoped that the Institute will make its dent in future as is evident
from its works.
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