REPORT ON CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS
AT HIMALAYAN FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE, SHIMLA

Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), ShimlaHimachal Pradesh in
partnership with World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Shimla Unit, Himachal
Pradesh céebrated International Day of Forests with students of local Government
DegreeCollege,Sanjauli,Shimlaon 21st March 2017 in the Conference Hall of HFRI,
Shimla. About 60 students of Science stream ando faculty menmbersof Centre of
Excellence Govemment Degree College, Sanjauli, Shimja Himachal Pradesh
participated in this programme. Mrs. Aarti Guptg Coordinator, World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), Shimla Unitand her teamalso participated in theprogramme. All the
Scientists, Officers and reseaft support staff of HFRI, Shimla participated in the
celebration.
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At the outset, Dr. Vaneet lJishtu, Scientist, HFRI,
Shimla welcomed all he participants in the
programme and highlighted the importance of the
celebration of the International Day of Forsts. He
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gave a brief overview the schedule of theAAU®G O

programme. Mr. Jishtu emphasized about the
multifunctional role of forests that fulfills various
requirements in our day to day life.




While inaugurating the International Day of Forests Dr. K.S. Kapoor, Director,
HFRI, Shimlasaid that United Nations General ( F
Assembly adopted the resolution in December i

2012 to observe International Day of Forests on
21st day of Marchevery year. Since then, this day
is celebrated every year to spreadawareness
about the importance of forests. He also
reiterated the significance of forests in our life
and urged the participating students to make all .
effort to conserve the rich natural resources of
the nation so that forests continue to benefit
mankind for generationsto come.$ 08 +ADIT 1 O OAI EAA AAT 6O Ol
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number of populations in developing countries still depend on wood obtained from

forests for their energy requirements. He concluded his address with the remarks
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that whenever we traverse through forests one always experiences a continuous
positive flow of energy, which is important spirituality too.

Mrs. Aarti Gupta, Coordinator, WWF, Shimla Unitlaunched a progamme for its
volunteers on this occasion. Speaking on the occasiol
Mrs. Aarti gave a brief overview of thenewly launched
7 7 & Gpofogramme for volunteers. She informed that
the mission of the WWFis to stop the degradation of
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in which humans live in harmony with nature, by ™
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that the use of renewable natural resources is
sustainable and promoting the reduction of pollution
and wasteful consumption.

Shri S.P. Negi, IFS, Conservator of Forests, HFRI, Shimlgrough his power point
presentation highlighted the background behind the
celebration of International Day of Forests and
importance of the day. He reerated the significance
of the forest and inbrmed that forests cove about
31% of global land areaand around1.6 billion people,
including 2,000 indigenous cultures depend on forests
for their livelihoods, medicine, fuel and food etcHe
further said that despite the priceless ecological,
economic, social and health benefits, global




deforestation continues at an alarming rate- 13 million hectares of forest ae
destroyed annually.Mr. Negi said thatcelebration of International Day of Forests
provides a platform to communicate the vital role forests& trees play in poverty
eradication, environmental sustainability and food security.Mr. Negi spoke about
OEA O&AOTWB #1171 AAOGET bré thaA itwd bilivA dopleO
depend on wood energy for cooking and/or heating, particularly in househds in
developing countries.Mr. Negi gave a brief overview of the forest resources at the
global and national level in general and Himachal Pradesh in particulare talked
about the challenges plaguing the forestry today andvay forward so that forests
continue to benefit mankind in perpetuity. He hoped that the young students will
spread the message of forest conservation for the benefit of mankind.

A quiz competition was based on the questions of forestry and wildlife was also
organized on the day. Pdes were distributed to the winners of the quiz
competition.

The programme ended with vote of thanks by Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist, HFRI,

Shimla to Director, HFR| Shimla and all the participating with hope that the
celebration of the event will havedeep impact on our life so that wealways strive
to conserve our forests.
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Glimpses of the Programme
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Prize Distribution
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