A TRAINING PROGRAMME ON 3ECO-RESTORATION OF DEGRADED
AREASA& ORGANIZED BY THE HFRI, SHIMLA
FROM 14™ TO 16™ MARCH, 2018

A training on 'Eco-restoration of Degraded Area$ was organizeat the Himalayan Forest Research
Institute, Shimla fromi4™ to 16™ March, 2018Eighteen participantsepresenting thelimachal Pradesh

Forest Department Rural  Development r» — ‘

Department and Representatives of Gram
Panclayats of Shimla and Kinnaur districtg
attended this training programmewhich was
aimed at sensitizatiomnd awareness generatid
amongst the various stakeholdersabout the
problem of degraded areasand their Eco
restoration techniques.

Dr. V.P. Tewarj Director of the Instituténaugurated the training programme o#f"IMarch, 2018

1 ] Addressing the partipants, heexplicitly highlighted the intenbehind this
training programmeDr. Tewari said that as per the latest estimaties

country has 120.4 million ha of degraded areas and accordingly Eco

restoration of Degraded area holds the key for producteitgancement

“% through ecerestoration practices. Hence, efforts needs to be directed for

developing suitable technologies for resource conservation and managemer

of the degraded and wasteland and transferring the knowledge to the en

users. The scientifillg sound afforestation technologies assume immense

significance to put these lands for productive use.

He further informed that the institute is working in tune with the National mandate and as per the prese
day requirements of the general public. line with the above, this three days trairmgn
demonstration programme for the personnel of State Forest Department, Rural Development Departm
and Representatives of Gram Panchayat Shimla and Kinnaur district will benefit the departments so t
theycan find ways and the means to orient the process of the policy formulation in this direction and tt
cause of the humanity can be suitably addressed. He also reiterated the need of transforming the
research to the land and common masses.
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Dr. R.K. Vama Coordinator of the training programmiaformed the
participants that during the programme different resource persons and
experts will apprise and provide in depth knowledge about the land resources
and managemen& mitigation techniques employed focaerestoration of .
degraded areasapart from theexcursion visit toWestern Himalayan |
Temperate Arboretum of the InstituteRtot t er ¢s Hi | I s, and.,.Mo q el Nur
Baragaon Dr. Verma also provided detailed information about the work = !

done by the institute witlhespect to nursery and plantation techniques for .

g



ecarehabilitation of limestone mined areamd other degraded areas of Sdliw Hills. He also
elaborated upon trees and shrubs species suitable foelaoilitation of degraded areas of different
zonesof Himachal Pradesh.

Theresource persori3r. Sandeep Sharma, DRajesh Sharma, SR.S. Negi, DrVaneet Jishtand 3.
Sanjeev Thakusharedthe technical knowhow and scientific knowledge about the multiple aspects of
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the degraded areaand remedil measures for ecorestoratiari such degraded land$he inhouse
interaction sessiowith the participants covered the issues underathit of rursery preparationof
prominentand potential bigengineeringplant specieslandscaping of the degraded siteigh the local
shrub species?lantation techniquesf multipurposetreelike Paulowania and emagement andontrol
of the differentinsectpestsof nursery and plantationfhe wide spectrum of medicinal plants with
reference to Himachal Pradesh was splgctwelled upon by the resource persomhe heterogenous
group of the trainees showed very keen interest in the interactions and clarified their doubts by putti
queries

.

On the second dayhe participants were takeon a field tripto Western Himalayan Temperate
Arboretum, a venture of gHileShinla sThis$ eulddorevisibwas dnasagedtto ¢
provide the partigiants a tangible and thrillinguch with the natureall the participants were deligbd

with this visitand expressed &l this sort of realistic interaction with the nature is more concrete and
everlasting.




On thelastday of the tralnlngDr K.S. Kapoor Dr. Ashwani Tapwal Dr. Swaran Latand Dr.Joginder
Chauhanfrom HFRI, Shimlagave
elaborate and illustative
presentations on multiple aspects
on Ecorestoration of Degraded
Areas. After that the partlc:|pants|
visited the different laboratorie
and Herbarium of the institutes
whereuseful information about the
~ Ultra Modern Scientific
. Equipments were given byhe
concerned Laboratory Incharge.

During the plenary session of the programme, Dr. Veivari Director of the Institutshared his views
with the participants once agaand thankedll the participants for giving their valuable time and

meking this programme successfuHe opined that the issue of the wastelands is so vast and
comprehensive that a thr ee daspgctssbutt musighaveasechhe c a
thought provoking process tackling the problem of wastelandble also distributed the certificates$
participationto all the participantsAt the end of the closing session of the trainibg K.S. Kapoor,
Group Coordinator of the institute thastkall the participants for sparing @l valuable time to
participatein the training programme.

A feedbackform was alsdfilled up bythe participants of the training programnrviich providel the
valuable and important suggestions in futuristic research training programmes. All the participan
opinedthe worth of this training programme and admired the efforts of dhganizes for providing
awareness aboutvary relevant and useful topic.
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